






Year Ending Feb. 15, 1898,

REPORTS
SELECTMEN, TREASURER, CLERK, ROAD AGENTS,
AND SCHOOL BOARD
Town of Alton,
















WILLIS P. EMERSON. CHARLES H. DOWNING.
SUPERVISORS.
OSCAR E. DAVIS. BENJAMIN P. MARSTON.
ELLSWORTH H. ROLLINS.
SCHOOL BOARD.
OLIVER J. M. GILMAN. SETH E. ROLLINS.
CHARLES H. McDUFFEE.
FIRE "WARDS.
LABAN G. WELCH. LEWIS H. LAMPREY.
LEWIS P. VARNEY.
BOARD OF HEALTH.
ALONZO P. HORNE. SAMUEL P. VICKERY.
SAMUEL E. JONES.
POLICE.





Real estate, number of acres, 35,605; value,








Stock in public funds,
Stock in banks and other corporations,







RECEIPTS INTO TREASURY FROM TAXES AND
OTHER SOURCES.
Whole amount of taxes charged to collector, $12,703 11
Received from collector, for 1896 taxes,
Cash in treasury, Feb. 15, 1897,
Received of H. J. Jones,
John F. Currier, dog license,
H. J. Jones, hall rent,
Ralph H. Ferreti, license,
John F. Currier, dog license,
County of Belknap,
Mrs. M. Whitehouse, by note,
H. J. Jones, hall rent,
Merry-go-round license,
Town of Strafford,
John F. Currier, dog license,
Dr. Taylor,
A. S. French, by note,
N. J. French, "
County of Belknap,













Paid Harry P. Evans, repairing road machine, $ 2 00
N. A. Avery, return of marriages, 1 50
Cogswell & Blackstoue, services on road case, 52 25
Page D. Gouch, note, 91 00
" interest on note, 12 85
E. C Eastman, iuvoice record book and express, 12 25
S. C. Wentworth, plank and timber for bridge, 21 76
Chas. Dore, water tub, 1896, 3 00
Courier Publishing Co., printing town reports, 51 10
G. H. Silsby & Co., collector and receipt book, 2 85
Geo. H. Rudd, services as janitor, 6 46
" placing and removing guard rail, 1 25
" one day attending gate, 2 00
E. C. Eastman, dog license blanks, 1 50
E. A. & C. B. Hibbard, services in Wheeler case, 69 67
Simeon Durgin, interest on note, 60 00
Reuben H. Copp, services on road case, 9 00
John H. Fifield, winter work, 1H96-7, 400 00
Mary A. Evans, interest on note, 20 00
Paul Buckley, clearing snow from hydrants, 3 90
Geo. H. Demeritt, library money, 137 00
John H. Fifield, winter work, 1896-7, 106 00
Geo. W. Place, summer work, 1897, 150 00
Geo. A. Sanders, laying out new highway, 207 81
Geo. H. Fifield, teams for county commissioners, 6 00
Enos G. Rollins, winter work, 1896-7, 216 85
Cyrus V. Coffin, decoration money, 100 00
Frank E. Wheeler, chairs, Alton Bay hose house, 5 00
E. P. Thompson, copy of lay-out, new highway, 2 00
W. P. Emerson, printing ballots, 12 00
John O. Conner, cutting bushes on highway, 6 23
Geo. Tylor & Co., repairing road machine, 8 75
e
Paid Frank Clark, cleaning cess-pool, town hall,
C. H. McDuffee, part school monej7 , 1897,
Enos G. Rollins, highway, 1897,
Chas. Hayes, winter work, 1896-7,
Geo. W. Place, summer work, 1897,
Geo. E. Furber, water tub, 1896,
C. H. McDuffee, school money, 1897,
John W. Procter, summer work, 1897,
Geo. H. Rudd, services as janitor,
" extra work,
Paul Buckley, work on hall,
Geo. H. Demeritt, library catalogs,
Enos G. Rollins, summer work, 1897,
A. J. Hodgdon, land damage, new highway,
N. T. Kimball,
D. E. Wheeler, "
J. H. Cannavan, " "
Oran L. French, " "
John W. Procter, summer work, 1897,
Geo. W. Place, "
John W. Procter, "
Enos G. Rollins, "
Clarissa Chamberlain, endorsement on note,
John C. Nowell, building new road,
Gilbert & Barker, gasoline and freight,
W. E. Sanborn, repairing wagon,
James C. Nowell, building new road,
Enos G. Rollins, summer work, 1897,




Emily O. Emerson, note,
" interest,
James C. Nowell, building new road,
Enos G. Rollins, summer work, 1897,
1 1 00
Paid C. K. Rollins, note,
" interest,
Pittsburg Bridge Co., new bridge,
Geo. W. Place, summer work, 1897,
Tobias Berry, interest ou note,
C. H. McDuffee, school money, 1897,
Hiram Clark, work on highway, 1897,
C. II. McDuffee, school money, 1897,
James C. Nowell, building new road,
Geo. H. Straw, water tub, 1897,
Geo. H. Rudd, services as janitor,
" setting glass, town hall,
Oscar Duncan, wrenches for Hose Co.,
Geo. W. Place, summer work, 1897,
" building abutments, planking
and grading Hoyt bridge,
Geo. W. Place, building new street,
Allen Brown, winter work, 1896,
E. E. Berry, surveying new road past Barr's
house,
Chas. E. Horn, dog damage,
J. Jones & Son, coal for town hall,
Hadley Gilman, hauling coal,
John W. Procter, summer work, 1897,
Ida E. Wells, water tub, 1897,
Chas. W. Rollins, dog damage,
H. J. Jones, services on road case,
A. S. French, " "
Enos G. Rollins, summer work, 1897,
Chas. A. Barr, land damage, new road,
C. H. McDuffee, school money,
Page D. Gouch, interest on note,
Geo. H. Fifield, team for board of health,
" teams, firemen to fire,
J. W. Howard, water tub, 1897,
G. H. Chisholm heirs, land damage, new road,
,000 00
8
Paid County tax, $1,680 56
State tax, 1,450 00
John W. Evans, taxes for W. H. Clark, 1895-6, 3 43
'* for firemen, 75 00
W. P. Peabody, damage crossing land bridge
while building, 20 00
J. A. Mooney, for wood, 2 00
L. G. Welch, care of clock, 15 00
J. H. Fifield, food for fireman, 3 00
" winter work, 1896-7, 17 45
Geo. W. Place, care for 83 tramps, 22 00
" wood for hall and lockup, 12 00
W. P. Emerson, for Hose Co. No 2, 75 00
" supplies for Hose Co. No. 2, 35
Geo. R. Prescott, dog damage, 2 50
D. E. Clough, care of street light, 9 36
" chimneys and repairs, 95
A. L. Rollins, agent N. H. Insurance Co.,
insurance on town hall, 50 00
Geo. H. Demeritt, supplies and cleaning
library,
Geo. H. Demeritt, furniture for town hall,
J. H. Fifield, board of slaters,
G. H. Rudd, services as janitor,
" fitting wood,
C. H. Downing & Co., supplies for Hose Co.
Nos. 1 and 2,
Alton & Alton Bay Water Co., hydrants,
" " water for hall,
" " water for lawn,
" " pipe valve and
labor for hall, 9 69
" " labor for setting
fountain, 15 90
N. A. Avery, return of marriages, 1 25
Thomas Nute, dog damage, 6 00
6 40
9
Paid Lake Company, land damage,
Benj. P. Berry, lodging 53 tramps,
" collecting dog license,
" whitewashing lockup,
" police regulations,
F. W. Muzzey, stovepipe, Hose Co. No. 1,
P. H. Wheeler, return of births and deaths,
J. Jones & Son, supplies for road agents,
Gilbert & Barker, gasoline and freight, for hall,
H. J. Jones, insurance on hall,
Cogswell & Blackstone, services,
Thomas Cogswell, services on camp ground
and islands cases,
O. J. M. Gilman, school supplies,
H. J. Jones, expense,
C. H. Davis, "
A. S. French, "
" recording inventory,
" care for order book,
Henry F. Gouch, interest on note,




Paid J. G. Quimby, medical attendance to C. H.
Flanders, for county, $ 33 00
E. R. Wright, medical attendance to Frank
Nelson, for county, 4 50
C. B. Cotton, medical attendance, medicine and
nursing, to Ida Durgin, 75 00
Lewis E. Avery, aid to Clark Perkins for county, 6 00
John K. Jones, aid to Mrs. Win. Woodman, 15 00
E. R. Wright, medical attendance to Peter Las-
son, for county, 7 00
W. P. Emerson, aid to C. H. Flanders for
county, 10 00
Mary O. Chapman, house rent to Wm. Jones,
for county, 72 00
J. C. Parker, medical attendance to Mrs. Wm.
Jones, for county, 149 50
P. H. Wheeler, medical attendance to Clarence
Tanner, for county, 15 00
P. H. Wheeler, medical attendance to C. H.
Babb, for Strafford County, 3 00
Demeritt, Varney & Doane, aid to C. H. Babb,
for Strafford County, 22 60
W. P. Emerson, aid to Sarah Collins for county, 2 00
Cora King, aid to Rosilla Smith, for county, 12 00
Demeritt, Varney & Doane, aid to Sarah Rand
for county, 50 12
Jones & Lamprey, aid to M. V. B. Stevens for
county, 13 94
Geo. W. Place, aid to Rosilla Blakely, for
county, 16 50
J. Jones & Son, aid to Clark Perkins, for county, 18 14
" Frank Clark " 19 26
" " Rosilla Blakely, " 7 77
" " Sarah Rand, " 10 32
11
Paid J. C. Parker, medical attendance to Mrs. Wm.
Jones, for county, $67 00
A. R. Page, aid to Clark Perkins, for county, 5 00
E. R. Wright, medical attendance to John
Ellis, for county, 9 00
Ida E. Rand, aid to Fannie Young, board and
care,
Ida E. Rand, clothing,
J. Jones & Son, aid to Fannie Young,
M. C. Clark, aid to Ida Durgiu,
M. T. Cate, house rent for Ida Durgiu,
Tetherly & Granville, aid, "
$955 89
DEPENDENT SOLDIERS AND FAMILIES.
Paid E. R. Wright, for county, $ 2 50
Josiah Nason, " 66 00
W. P. Emerson, " 20 45
C. H. Downing & Co., " 26 00
J. Jones & Son, " 2 60
S. B. Flanders,
" 21 15





Paid Harry P. Evans, inspector, 1896,
O. Duncan, "
B. P. Marston, supervisor, Mar., 1897,
O. E. Davis, " "
S. W. Brown, inspector, 1896-7,
L. G. Welch, fire ward,
S. P. Vickery, secretary board of health,
Geo. W. Place, services as police one day,
camp meeting,
Chas. K. Rollins, services as treasurer,
John F. Currier, services as town clerk,
B. P. Berry, services as police,
Lewis P. Varney, services as fire ward,
Lewis H. Lamprey, "
S. E. Rollins, member school board,
O. J. M. Gilman, "
C. H. McDuffee,
Herbert J. Jones, services as selectman,
" " overseer poor,
Charles H. Davis, " selectman,
Alonzo S. French, " "
" " overseer poor,
W. P. Emerson, services as auditor,
C. H. Downing, "
A. B. Flanders, <l
$ 2 00
13
ABSTRACT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS.
RECEIPTS.
Cash on hand Feb. 15, 1897, $ 515 14



















Dependent soldiers and families,
Excess of receipts over disbursements,
' ASSETS.
Cash in hands of treasurer, Feb. 15,
1898,




Due sundry parties, on town notes,
Due schools, literary fund,





Cash received for dog licenses, $258 00
PAYMENTS.
Damage by dogs, $ 59 50
Expenses of collecting, 12 60
Balance, due schools, 185 90
$258 00
The foregoing report contains a synopsis of our financial
transactions of the past year, which we respectfully submit to
the inhabitants of Alton.
The debt of the town has been increased during the year,
$2,102 58.
The town raised the sum of $2,310 52 for the repair of
highways and bridges for the current year.
The expense of repairing the highways and bridges during
the year
6
exceeds the appropriation by the sum of $1,223 72,
caused by the unprecedented heavy rains during last season and
the building over the abutments for a new iron bridge over the
Merrymeeting river. The bridge cost, delivered at the depot,
$285 00.
The cost orbuilding the new^highway on the east side of
the lake, including the land damage paid for the road finished,
and land damage paid for the extension of the road past the
house of Mr. Barr, to the road leading to Chestnut Cove,
amounts to $1,957 56.
The town made no'appropriation for the expense of build-
ing the road, and we have paidj for the same out of money
raised for current expenses of the town.
It willbe seen from the above extra expenditures the cause
of our increased indebtedness during the year.
ALONZO S. FRENCH, ") Selectmen
CHARLES H. DAVIS,
[ of
HERBERT J. JONES, ) Alton.
16
We, the undersigned, having examined the foregoing ac-





C. H. DOWNING, j





Feb. 10, JohnF. Carrier, (D. L.), 8 13 80
11, A. B. Flanders, collector, 300 00
12, " " 901 66
14, " " 509 00
15, " " 200 00
" " 45 00
$19,188 07
20
CASH PAID OUT, AS PER ORDER.
1897.
21
May 28, Geo. H. Fifield, $ 6 00
June 2, Cyrus V. Coffin, 100 00
4, John K. Jones, 15 00
4, Frank E. Wheeler, 5 00
8, E. P. Thompson, 2 00
18, John O. Conner, 6 23
21, E. R. Wright, 7 00
21, IdaE. Rand, 6 00
25, Chas. H. McDuffee, 700 00
30, Enos G. Rollins, 200 00
July 2, Chas. Hayes, 245 05
8, Frank Clark, 1 00
8, Mary O. Chatman, 36 00
9, Chas. H. McDuffee, 100 00
13, Geo. W. Place, 500 00
14, John W. Procter, 200 00
15, Geo. E. Furber, 3 00
18, Geo. E. Tyler & Co., 8 75
20, M. M. Robinson, receipt, 500 00
26, Geo. H. Rudd, 25 50
30, Paul E. Buckley, 1 75
Aug. 6, Geo. H. Demeritt, 50 00
16, Ida E. Rand, 15 00
17, Enos G. Rollins, 150 00
17, Orriu L. French, 200 00
17, A. J. Hodgdon, 1 00
17, Nathaniel S. Kimball, 1 00
17, D. E. Wheeler, 5 00
17, J. H. Cannavan, 5 00
25, John W. Procter, 150 00
30, Samuel W. Brown, 4 00
Sept. 8, John W. Proctor, 175 00
10, George W. Place, 300 00
10, Enos G. Rollins, 100 00
15, Clarissa Chamberlain, 50 00














REPORT OF JOHN H. FIFIELD,
Road Agent, Winter 1896 and 1897.
CASH RECEIVED.
1897.
April 22, Received of treasurer, $400 00
May 21, " 106 00
1898.
Feb. 9, " 17 45
CASH PAID OUT.
$523 45
Paid King Jones, $ 3 15
A. I. Gilman, 8 55
J. G. W. Jones, 7 50
Alfred Ellis, 21 65
J. D. Flanders, 3 15
A. Flanders, 12 00
Reuben Lamprey heirs, 11 59
C. H. Flanders, 4 20
A. Batchelder, 4 59
Levi Grant heirs, 4 57
B. Glidden, 2 89
H. B. Ricker, 7 35
Prescott Gilman, 12 00
A. Ellis, 4 25
H. Gilman, 13 50
George Gerrish, 3 45
John Tardy, 3 15
Chas. Hayes, 16 35
27
Paid Dana Morse, $ 5 40
Aaron Young, 2 40
H. Ellis, 7 80
J. Weeks, 7 27
Ira Gilman, 26 85
O. Glidden, 20 25
Fred Leavitt, 2 40
Will Sanborn, 4 00
F. H. Emerson, 1 20
W. S. Watson, 3 90
Geo. A. Rollins, 4 13
Elbridge Ellis, 5 40
Calvin Rollins, 12 75
L. B. Place, 13 37
R. B. Yeaton, 10 99
B. P. Marston, 4 43
C. D. Marston, 3 68
J. G. Sampson, 37
Geo. W. Lamprey, 10 76
Oscar Davis, 12 62
S. B. Flanders, 1 20
John Weeks, 6 50
John Ellis, 1 20
Timothy G. Ricker, 5 10
J. Young, 5 70
B. L. Frohock, 24 75
Calvin Glidden, 5 70
Frank Stevens, 1 35
Fred Gilman, 18 30
H. Flanders, 16 00
Chas. Wallingford, 4 00
A. B. Lang, 3 75
T. Brown, 2 10
C. R. Jones, 2 10
Ira Bennett, 1 95
J. L. Gerrish, 1 35
28
Paid C. W. Dore,
29
REPORT OF GEORGE W. PLACE,
Road Agent, Summer 1897.
CASH RECEIVED.
1897.
May 22, Received of treasurer, $150 00
July 13, " 500 00
Sept. 10, « 300 00
Nov. 6, " 400 00
Dec. 4, " 389 54
$1,739 54
CASH PAID OUT.
Paid C. H. McDuffee, $ 64 36
S. O. Wallingford, 3 75
Fred Hill, 12 99
Hiram Collins, 38 46
Frank Clark, 22 61
Don Parnell, 29 26
Geo. W. Place, 192 07
Hamilton Reynolds, 2 70
Chas. Brooks, 1 50
Hadley F. Gilman, 43 77
Fred Gilman, 12 35
Cyrus V. Coffin, 114 79
Geo. Gerrisb, 36 00
Calvin Glidden, 10 50
Hiram Flanders, 13 35
Ai Glidden, 8 25
Lewis Avery, 6 75
Orrin D. Glidden, 56 40
Horace Glidden, 7 12
30
Paid A. B. Lang, $ 3 00
Frank Stevens,
\ 50
John Rand heirs, \ 50
John O. Conner, 9 qo
J. Jones & Son, 2 88
C. R. Jones, " 1 87
King Jones, 9 jq
Jonathan L. Blakely, 3 98
J. A. Mooney, 5 25
A. B. Flanders, ]5 80
C. W. Rollins, 4 80
L. G. Page, 10 80
J. A. Batchelder, 7 02
H. B. Ricker, 4. 80
C. H. Flanders, 9 n
Ira Bennett, \ 25
Simeon Durgin, 1 50
A. J. Gilman, 7 50
W. S. AVatson, 2 25
A. H. Dore, 8 25
Cyrus Harriman, 3 00
Bert Ellis, 10 65
Chas. P. Hayes, 26 85
A. H. Hayes, 8 00
Geo. Lamper, 11 77
S. E. P. Gilman, 11 00
Geo. Avery, 6 00
Geo. B. Morse, 11 50
A. G. Ellis, 51 95
J. D. Flanders, 3 00
S. E. Furber, 3 00
Dana B. Morse, 2 25
B. L. Frohock, 6 65
Jonas Lamprey, 5 10
Calvin Rollins, 82 94
S. J. Rollins, 2 25
31
Paid Herman Glidden, $ 3 00
John Tardy, 19 25
Albert Ellis, 17 00
John Young, 2 00
Frank Smith, 30 87
Charles Elliot, 1 50
Chas. E. Tuttle, 30 95
Lavina Col bath, 13 30
Horace Reynolds, 8 05
Bert Rollins, 10 50
Aaron Young, 1 50
David Brooks, 8 50
Samuel Stockbridge, 60
Geo. Nute, 7 50
Frank Glidden, 19 95
Oscar Duncan, 7 65
L. B. Place, 9 70
Moses Flanders, 2 70
John L. Weeks, 4 20
Oscar Davis, 3 00
Chas. Bickford, 1 25
A. P. Home, 75
B. P. Marston, 1 20
C. D. Marston, 2 25
C. E. Fifleld, 75
F. D. Morse, 9 75
W. E. Sanborn, 50
C. H. Downing, 6 00
Geo. H. Fifield, 10 00
I. B. Oilman, 3 60
Alvin Hoyt, 6 iq
David Lamper, 10 90
Joe Haxley, 25 73
Geo. E. Hurd, 25 22
Geo. W. Place, 44 73
Hoyt bridge, 305 19
32
Paid New street, $33 90
Repairing Durgin bridge, 16 85
$1,739 54
GEORGE W. PLACE, Road Agent.
We, the undersigned, having examined the foregoing ac-
count, find it correctly cast.
w. p. p:merson, ,
C. H. DOWNING, y
Alton, N. H., Feb. 14, 1898.
REPORT OF CHARLES HAYES,
Road Agent, for Winter 1896 and 1897.
CASH RECEIVED.
1897.
July 2, Received of town treasurer, $245 05
CASH PAID OUT.
Paid George E. Furber, 15 54
C. J. Chamberlain, 16 50
S. B. Huckins, 14 00
Herbert Garland, 3 49
A. J. Pinkham, 2 12
C. H. Clough, 4 65
A. C. Rollins, 1 50
Velzora Deland, 4 60
Eben Hanson, 11 10
J. E. Berry, 75
W. H. Berry, 3 75
D. H. Morrison, 15 00
J. W. Howard, 13 45
33






























REPORT OF JOHN W. PROCTER,
Road Agent for Summer of 1897.
CASH RECEIVED.
1897,
July 14, Received of town treasurer,
Aug. 25, " "
Sept. 8, " "
Dec. 10, " "
CASH PAID OUT.











































































JOHN W. PROCTER, Road Agent.
We, the undersigned, having examined the foregoing account,
find it correctly cast.
$ 22 85
36
REPORT OF ENOS G. ROLLINS,
Road Agent, for Winter of 1896 and 1897.
CASH RECEIVED.
1897.
May 28, Received of town treasurer, $216 85
CASH PAID.























































Paid Chas. H. McDuffee,










ENOS G. ROLLINS, Road Agent.
We, the undersigned, having examined the foregoing
account, find it properly cast.
W. P. EMERSON,
C. H. DOWNING,
Alton, N. H., Feb. 14, 1898.
Auditors.
REPORT OF ENOS G. ROLLINS,
Road Agent for Summer of 1897.
CASH RECEIVED.
1897,












Paid H. Reynolds, $ 10 00
John Evans, 54 75
Stephen Shagnon, 100 15
George Rollins, 91 50
Daniel Roach, 10 20
Frank Sampson, 15 90
Chas. Sampson, 22 50
Charles Chamberlain, 7 65
Clarence Morrill, 7 80
Leroy Woodman, 3 00
Stephen Flanders, 3 00
L. Linscott, 3 00
Win. Hayes, 8 45
Ezekiel Hayes, 4 38
Chas. Currier, 5 85
Chas. Palmer, 1 50
Stephen Watson, 7 42
Seth D. Hind, 21 75
Horace Glidden, 5 25
Geo. W. Gerrish, 5 28
Herbert Watson, 1 20
S. E. Roberts, 21 45
Frank Carpenter, 21 00
Herbert Morrill, 16 25
Charles Tinker, 1155
E. G. Rollins, 330 05
Frank Nelson, 11 92
Fred Woodman, 9 00
Will Woodman, 3 00
Henry Woodman, 1 95
Arthur Woodman, 6 75
Albert Woodman, 9 75
J. H. Evans, 17 77
Sumner Cotton, 10 05
Joseph Johnson, 6 00












G. W. Place, for plank,




The School Board have the honor to submit for your con-




We take pleasure in again announcing to the people of the
district that the schools are, as a whole, in a prosperous con-
dition. A few have been partial failures, but the majority have
performed a good year's work. It has been the endeavor of
the school board so far as possible to secure experienced teach-
ers, and having obtained them to retain their services. We are
obliged sometimes, however, to fill vacancies with applicants
who have never taught, and of whose natural adaptation for
their work we have had little opportunity to judge. Our teach-
ers for the most part have labored hard for the advancement of
their schools, and we think a pleasant relationship has generally
existed between pupils and teachers. We are pleased to report
a good interest taken by parents in visiting schools. It
encourages teachers, stimulates scholars, and fosters and pro-
motes a mutual interest in the success of the school.
We are glad to note as regards the regular attendance of
the pupils the past year, that there has been a marked improve-
ment, yet there are far too many tardy and absent marks to be
found upon the registers. There is nothing that detracts so
much from the usefulness of our schools as irregular attendance.
No scholar can make any improvement without attending
school constantly. We can never make our schools what they
should be until they are reformed of this great evil. The school
board most earnestly requests parents to see that their children
are at school every day.
Many of the schools, under the lead of their teachers, had
Christmas exercises, which called together a large number of
parents and friends, who seemed to enter into the exercises of
the occasion with much interest, and could they be continued
they might result in much good. Nearly all of the schools have
had exercises consisting of recitations and singing at the close
of each term. Composition and declamation we consider as
important branches, not only as exercises to form habits of
42
correct writing and speaking, but in teaching fluency and confi-
dence in the expression of ideas.
In the McDuffee school vocal music was taught as a branch
of study, and in some of the other schools singing has been
practiced more or less. As music is such an important agent
in bringing into play the better sentiments of human nature, and
in making our schools more attractive, we believe that it would
be well to give it more attention in the future than it has
received in the past.
All the schools devoted Friday afternoon, prior to Memo-
rial day, to exercises of a patriotic nature. The law was
changed at the last sessiou of the legislature in relation to these
exercises, and instead of having them occur at the last session
of school prior to Memorial day, the law has been amended so
as to read as follows: "Section 1—In all the public schools of
the state, one session during the week in which Memorial day
falls, or a portion thereof, shall be devoted to exercises of a
patriotic nature " The board has required all persons propos-
ing to teach in town, to pass a written examination. This re-
quirement is in accordance with the laws of the state, and by
teachers complying with it they enter upon their labors better
prepared for the work. We have granted our teachers one day
during the year to visit schools in other places, and we believe
it has been time and money well spent. Teachers in this way
will learn something from the management of other schools
which will aid them in conducting their own, and which will
tend to awaken more interest in the minds of their pupils
and stimulate them to greater exertions.
In the early part of the year we introduced a new series of
writing books, Spencerian vertical writing, which has been the
only change that has been made in books during the past year.
Vertical writing is now practiced in nearly all the city schools
and also iu many town schools. The advantages claimed for
this style of writing are that the writing is more legible, more
easily learned, requires less space than slanting writing and can
be written more quickly and with less labor. We have been
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surprised to see how soon many of the scholars have learned to
make the change from slanting to vertical, and with continued
practice, with care, will tend to make writers that need not be
ashamed of their work. In fact, the children in our schools, for
the most part, are fair writers, and many of them excellent.
This has been brought about in a great measure by teachers
training their pupils to write as they learn to read. A good
hand- writing is an accomplishment of which any boy or girl
may justly feel proud. Of the various branches that have been
taught, book-keeping has received more than the usual amount
of attention. It is highly important for every young man or
woman when they enter upon the active duties of life, to be
able to record properly any common business transaction. In
most of the schools map drawing has been practiced. This
training we believe to be an efficient aid in giving a true idea of
position, direction and shape. Many of our teachers have had
written examinations with excellent results, and we would rec-
ommend to all teachers to have a written examination as often
as once in two weeks, containing a short review of the various
lessons of the scholars, and such written examinations to be
preserved for general inspection, not only by the school board,
but by all who are present at the final examination at the close
of the term.
Most of the schools have been free from contagious dis-
eases. During the week of the winter vacation of the East
Alton school, one of the pupils was taken sick with scarlet fe-
ver and lived but a few days. It was thought that several
other children had the same disease in a mild form while at-
tending school, and on account of which the school was closed
for four weeks, and in the meantime the school house was thor-
oughly fumigated, and no cases have occurred since the school
was reopened.
There have been twenty-seven weeks of schooling, divided
into summer and fall terms of ten weeks each, and a winter term
of seven weeks. The village and Bay schools have had four
weeks extra and the South Alton school three weeks extra, it
44
being due them from last year. The schools close this year
with all the extra time made up.
The total amount received from all sources for the support
of schools the past year was $2,551.69.
The annual school meeting will be held Saturday, March
12, 1898, at 2 p. m.
Respectfully submitted,
OLIVER J. M. GILMAN, ) School Board
SETH E. ROLLINS, of
C. H. McDUFFEE, ) Alton.
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ROLL OF HONOR.
South Alton —W. E. Furber, 1 term; Elsie R. Deland,
1 term.
Clough.—Mabel M. Furber, 1 term; Effie M. Prescott, 1
term ; Ira A. Weeks, 1 term ; Grace M. Glidden, 1 term ; Joseph
L. Lozart, 1 term ; Harry A. King, 1 term ; Daniel W. Watson,
2 terms ; Elwell F. Smith, 2 terms.
Grammar.—Addie F. Brocks, 3 terms ; Edna P. Peabody,
1 term; Bernice A. Currier, 3 terms; Leona D. Parnell, 3
terms ; Molhe H. Temple, 2 terms ; Gracie G. Blaisdell, 2
terms; Roscoe C. Bassett, 2 terms; Fred D. Parnell, 1 teimi
;
Bennie M. Perkins, 2 terms; Bertrude M. Wallace, 2 terms;
Cora E. Nutter, 1 term ; Margaret A. Sweeney, 1 term ; Jose-
phine Sweeney, 1 term; Pearl S. Bassett, 1 term; John P.
Hurd, 2 terms; Harry S. Downing, 1 term; C. D. Nutter, 1
term
.
Primary.—Annie Colbath, 1 term; Flossie Nute, 1 term;
George Nutter, 1 term ; Arthur Nutter, 1 term ; Gertrude Col-
bath, 1 term ; Frank P. Furber, 1 term.
McDuffee.—Verna Walker, 3 terms ; Kenneth Walker, 2
terms ; Katie Varney, 2 terms ; Beatrice Walker, 1 term ; Ethel
W. Frohock, 1 term.
Gilman's Corner.— Arthur C. Cotton, 3 terms; Adelma
G. Tinker, 3 terms ; Elsie M. Tinker, 3 terms ; Bessie M.
Sampson, 2 terms; Ernest Hurd, 2 terms ; George F. Roberts,
2 terms.
West Alton.—Haven C. Rollins, 1 term ; Arthur L.
Rollins, 1 term ; Percy L. Rollins, 1 term ; Earnest F. Batch-
elder, 1 term ; Wesley E. Hatch, 1 term ; Mary O. Connor, 1
term ; Maurice L. Flanders, 1 term; Clinton A. E. Flanders,
1 term.
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Loon Cove.—C. Welcome Jones, 3 terms ; Arthur L.
Gilman, 2 terms ; John R. Jones, 1 term ; Herbert F. Webber,
1 term.
Mountain.—Frank E. Davis, 2 terms ; Frank W. Marston,
2 terms; George H. Glidden, 1 term; Walter J. Place, 1 term;
Cynthia J. Davis, 2 terms; Willie S. Davis, 2 terms; Elizabeth
Ellis, 1 term; Alma L. Ellis, 1 term; Elsie M. Glidden, 1 term.
Gore.—Mabel L. Gerrish, 1 term ; Edna Gerrish, 1 term
;
Addie M. Glidden, 3 terms; Elmer Glidden, 2 terms ; John
Watson, 1 term.
East Alton.— Clara Hayes, 2 terms ; Hervey G. Hayes, 1
term ; Arthur C. Getchell, 2 terms; Sadie G. Shannon, 1 term;
Maude M. Whitehouse, 1 term; Harry E. Whitehouse, 1 term;
George N. Rines, 1 term ; Andie N. Geary, 1 term.
Bay.—Martin Lynch, 2 terms ; Stephen Lynch, 3 terms ;
Elmer Ferguson, 3 terms ; Carroll Junes, 2 terms ; Almond
Prescott, 1 term ; Clarence Glidden, 1 term ; Arthur Glidden, 1
term ; Cora Jones, 1 term ; Mamie Lynch, 2 terms ; Isa Jones,
1 term ; Mabel Jones, 1 term ; Albert W. Jones, 1 term
George M. Lynch, 1 term ; Homer Reynolds, 1 term ; Fred D.
Varney, 1 term.
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RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES FOR 1897.
KECEIPTS.
Balance in hands of district treasurer,
Feb. 15, 1897,
SCHOOL DISTRICT TREASURER'S REPORT.
CASH RECEIVED.
1897.
March 81, Balance in treasury, $ 185 04
June 26, Received of C. K. Rollins, 700 00
July 10, " " 100 00
Nov. 13, " k < 300 00
15, " " 500 00






















July 5, Paid Susie A. Wiggin, $ 60 00






































To the Selectmen and Citizens of Alton
:
The Library Trustees respectfully submit the following re-
port :
Dr.
To cash on hand Feb. 15, 1897, $ 1 47
' received from the town, 187 00
$188 47
Cr.
By paid Courier Publishing Co., for catalogs,
" " " for cards,
" Jordan, Marsh & Co., ledger,
" " " labels,
" " " books,
" " " magazines,
" J. F. Dow, rubber stamps,
" freight,
" express,
" expenses of trustees to Boston,
Cash on hand Feb. 15, 1898,
$188 47
The following out-of-town friends have given : Marilla M.




The library will be open Wednesday evenings from 7 to 9
o'clock ; Saturday afternoon from 2 to 4 o'clock ; Saturday ev-
ening from 7 to 9 o'clock ; Sunday afternoon from 2 to 4 o'clock.
Respectfully submitted,
GEORGE H. DEMERIT!, ) ™ .
WALDO C. VARNEY, j ilustees -
Alton, N. H., Feb. 15, 1898.
'
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